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Abstract 
 

The modernization and economic growth of Turkey has had an impact on parenting practices, values, and 

expectations of Turkish families. Similarly, a change towards further individualism and independence can 

be noticed in child rearing practices and values in Finland. This study aimed to investigate child rearing 

and discipline approaches, values transferred to children, academic and other expectations and views of 

Turkish and Finnish mothers. Qualitative data was collected by conducting interviews with 15 Turkish and 

15 Finnish mothers, 30 mothers in total, who had adolescent children. The data was analyzed using content 
analysis. Findings indicated that Turkish and Finnish mothers’ views differed, but similarities were also 

present. Both groups valued family lives and benevolence, Turkish mothers reported setting more rules 

regarding the child, positive punishments were the most used disciplinary techniques, and they also had 

high academic expectations. Finnish mothers, on the other hand, were seen to have lower academic 

expectations, more rules regarding the family and the home, and the most used disciplinary methods were 

negative punishments. Since there are no studies comparing Turkish and Finnish mothers in this field, this 

study is regarded to be valuable in the field of cross-cultural research. 
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